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Students’ voices missing
from found time capsule
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World”
Movie brings laughs,
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make comic books cool
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Late-night,
cost-free
fun for all
ages
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People of all ages view the materials in the time capsule, which was found by construction workers in Weld Hall.
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Dragons After Dark
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Pieces of history were found in the opening of
MSUM’s recently discovered time capsule, but one
piece remains missing.
University archivist Dr. Terry Shoptaugh feels
a vital part of university life was left out when the
time capsule was created about 95 years ago.
“To me, the great missing gaps of university
and college histories are what the students thought
about going to school and what they thought about
what they were doing,” Shoptaugh said. “We
always get them talking about it 25 years later but
that’s not the immediacy of when they’re going to
school.”
The time capsule was discovered inside a
cornerstone of MSUM’s oldest building, Weld
Hall, completed in 1916. Workers renovating
Lommen Hall, connected to Weld, inadvertently
came across the large sheet metal box.
According to Shoptaugh, record of the time
capsule was likely lost in the 1930 Old Main Hall
fire, where former president Frank Weld’s office
was located. The capsule was opened by Shoptaugh
in front of an audience in Weld Hall’s Glasrud
Auditorium on Aug. 17.
“It’s more than I hoped for,” Shoptaugh said.
“Most of it is in very good condition. It will fill
gaps in some of the records we do not have copies
of.”
One record that will remain missing is what
the students thought about going to school and
attending MSUM.
“I think it would have been interesting if
they’d had some students write something,” said
Shoptaugh.
MSUM graduate Lorilee Bergin agrees that
students were overlooked.
“Aside from a few small things, none of it really
pertained to students,” she said.
Due to the construction in Lommen Hall, the
capsule needs to be returned within one month.
President Edna Szymanski plans to put the
artifacts back in the capsule along with a few
additions.
“We have no intention of overlooking students in
the time capsule,” Szymanski said. “Hopefully, we
can include some copies of The Advocate and other
student-related items.”
She plans to duplicate what was originally found

Items in capsule include:
• American Book Company wrapping
• Photos of Weld, Dahl, Thornton and 		
Weld’s son
• A blank diploma from 1915, signed by 		
Weld, the Minnesota secretary of state and
others
• Course bulletins which include photos of
campus and the interior of dorm rooms
• Copies of the Moorhead Weekly News, 		
including some headlines about World War
• Programs from Shakespeare’s play “As
You Like It” and other recitals
• A booklet of photos of Moorhead

in the capsule along with a view book, Exemplars
of Excellence awards, a picture of the four living
presidents and a letter from each of them about the
event.
“If you look at the items (in the capsule), you
will see many things that relate to student, faculty
and staff life of that time,” Szymanski said.
Shoptaugh disagrees. “It’s all faculty and teacher
stuff.”
He feels the students’ campus views and
perspectives are important pieces of university
history.
“I keep saying some day there has to be a
history that relies on what we know about what
the students thought right then,” Shoptaugh said.
“Because after all, we wouldn’t be there without
them. So it would have been nice to have had that.”
Maybe next time, with Shoptaugh and
Szymanski’s help, students’ voices will be present
for the future.
O’Keefe can be reached at
okeeke@mnstate.edu

What do you think should be
included in the time capsule?
Go to www.msumadvocate.
com and voice your opinion in
the comments section.

For 25 years MSUM’s
McGrath Writers Series has
brought the finest Great
Plains and Midwest writers to
campus.
To celebrate this landmark
year, the series has invited
former Poet Laureate of the
United States, Billy Collins,
to give a reading here on
campus. Often described as an
American phenomenon, Collins
has the unique poetic ability
of delivering widely popular
poetry while still peppering his
language with elements that win
him high critical acclaim. The
reading is free and open to the
public. It will take place on
Thursday, Sept. 23 at 8:00 p.m.
in Gaede Auditorium.
The key to Collins’ success
appears simple: he acknowledges
everybody, and everything, with
such a great deal of pleasantry
and respect that nobody feels
excluded from his poetry.
He speaks conversationally,
discussing the poem’s subject as
two friends would; however, this
relaxed tone never subtracts from
the genius of Collins’ artistic
form. In fact, Collins’ artistic
form depends on his tranquil
voice and graceful language.
Above all else, Collins believes
poetry should be enjoyed.
Collins writes on a broad
variety of subjects, often
extending on one end to silly
and playful things, such as a
poem about hypothetical hypos
on holiday; however, Collins
understands the trying times
as well. He was Poet Laureate
during the 9/11 attacks, after
which he wrote “The Names,”
a poem commemorating those
who were lost in the incident.
He has seen humanity at its best
and worst, and throughout it all,
Collins has given the American
people inspiration, imagination,
and hope. People, their actions
and emotions are the thread that
bind all of Collins’ poetry.
Throughout
his
career,
Collins has published nine
volumes of poetry and edited
two
anthologies.
These
accomplishments have earned
him many awards, including
the Oscar Blumenthal Prize, the
Bess Hokin Prize, the Frederick
Bock Prize and the Levinson
Prize. These awards stand as
testaments to Collins’ brilliance
as a writer and a poet.
For more information about
the McGrath Writers Series, or
the upcoming poetry reading
by Billy Collins, contact Thom
Tammaro at 218.477.2199 or
Heidebrink can be reached at
heidebriad@mnstate.edu
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C

ampus
alendar
8.26-9.1

8.26 7:45 a.m.-7:45 p.m.
Panhallenic Council,
CMU
8 a.m.-4p.m. Book Buy
Back
8 a.m.-4p.m. Christian
Bible Fellowship CMU
11a.m.-1p.m. Rugby
Table CMU
6:30-9:30 p.m.
Cinethusiast Meeting
8.27 8a.m.-8p.m. Panhallenic
Council, CMU
11a.m.-1p.m. Rugby
Table
9p.m.-midnight Friday
Nights, CMU
8.28 7:45a.m.-7:45p.m.
Panhallenic Council,
CMU
8.30 7:45a.m.-4:45p.m.
Multicultural Office, CMU
9.1

8a.m.-5p.m. Multiculltural
Office, CMU
3:30-4:20p.m. ARO –
College Success Workshops, MA 181

Mandatory Student
Organization
Assembly

The Office of Student Activities
is holding an informative meeting
to help your student organization
get on its feet. From useful tips
on event planning to advertising
opportunities and leadership
training, OSA can help guide
your organization to a successful
season. Organizations will also
be informed on updated MSUM
policies and procedures.
A
mandatory
student
organization assembly will be
held September 6 and 7 at 5 p.m.
in CMU 101.
Every student organization
must have at least one member at
one of these assemblies and one
student may represent multiple
organizations.
For questions, email osa@
mnstate.edu or visit the Office of
Student Activities in CMU 222.

Book rentals
offered

MSUM is giving students a
cost-effective way to acquire
textbooks by implementing a
book rental offer.
Across the academic spectrum,
1,000 books will be rented in 50
different titles. The cost is about
55 percent of the new book price.
For information, contact Kim
Samson at 218.477.2133 or at
samson@mnstate.edu.

Attention Student
Organizations

Advocate
The
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The
annual
student
organization registration deadline
is Friday, Sept. 17 at 4 p.m.
Registration can be completed
online at www.mnstate.edu/osa.
Follow the link for annual student
organization registration. All
student organization officers and
adviser(s) must register by this
deadline. For more information,
contact the Office of Student
Activities at 218.477.2790 or at
osa@mnstate.edu

Kyle Asche Trio
brings high-level
jazz to community

The Chicago-based Kyle Asche
Organ Trio comes to the FargoMoorhead community Thursday,
Sept. 9, to teach at MSUM and
perform in a popular jazz club in
downtown Fargo.
The Kyle Ashe Trio features
guitarist Kyle Asche, organist
Melvin Rhyne and drummer
George Fludas. The Trio
continuously performs at many
famous venues in Chicago,
including the Green Mill,
Hothouse, Andy’s Jazz Club,
Pops for Champagne and Pete
Miller’s.
Asche was a semifinalist in the
prestigious 2005 Thelonius Monk
International Guitar Competition,
the same year his debut album
as a leader was released. That
album, “The Hook Up” (Orgin/
OA2), was very well-received
throughout the United States.
Asche’s second CD as a leader,
“Blues For Mel” (Tippin’) placed
him in the company of Rhyne, a
legendary elder jazz statesman of
the organ, and Fludas, a Chicagobased drummer who performs all
over the world.
The Trio performs at 8 p.m. at
Studio 222 on North Broadway
in Fargo, and presents two
masterclasses earlier in the day.
The masterclasses take place at
10:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. in Fox
Recital Hall in the Roland Dille
Center for the Arts on the MSUM
campus. The masterclasses are
free and open to all students and
the public; the performance at
Studio 222 is $10, but MSUM
students get in free with ID.
For more information, contact
Nicholas Fryer at 218.477.4092
or at fryer@mnstate.edu.
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SECURITY UPDATE

Interim Director of Campus
Security Mitch Osland
Marijuana smell in
Holmquist

Authorities assisted residential
life staff with report of strong
burning marijuana odors in
Holmquist Hall on Aug. 16. Staff
found indications of possible
recent marijuana use by a student,
but no marijuana or paraphernalia
was found in the investigation.

Burglar alarm

Authorities responded
burglar alarm sounding
campus Aug. 16.

to
on

Suspicious letter
mailed to Post Office

Authorities assisted Post Office
staff with a suspicious letter that
was taped and addressed strangely
on Aug. 19. After bringing
the letter to the Public Safety
building and determining the risk
level, the letter was opened and
a page from a newspaper was
found inside the envelope. At
this time, it is unknown who the
sender was or reason for sending
the newspaper page.

Theft in Holmquist

Authorities took a report on
Aug. 19 of a theft from an unlocked
dorm room in Holmquist Hall
that occurred between 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. Money and an ID were
taken. Public Safety would like
to remind students to lock their
dorm room when they leave no
matter what time of day or for
how long of a period.

Argument in
Neumaier

Authorities took
report
concerning a roommate dispute
in Neumaier Hall August 19.
Housing staff are assisting the
person in resolving the conflict.

Marijuana suspected
in Nelson
Authorities responded to a
report of a marijuana odor in

Nelson Hall Aug. 20. They were
unable to locate marijuana, but a
student was referred to MSUM
judicial for alcohol possession.

Intoxicated in Snarr

Authorities confronted an
apparently intoxicated student
just outside of Snarr Hall Aug.
20. The Student was cited by
Moorhead Police and referred
to MSUM judicial for underage
consumption.

Grantham residents
drinking

Authorities assisted residential
life staff with students drinking
in Grantham Hall Aug. 20. Three
students were cited for alcohol
consumption by Moorhead Police
and referred to MSUM judicial.
One student was transported to
detox with a .285 blood-alcohol
content.

Students cited for
marijuana

Authorities assisted residential
life staff in investigating an
odor of burning marijuana
Aug. 21. Two students were
cited by Moorhead Police and
referred to MSUM Judicial for
paraphernalia.

Alcohol in parking
lot

Authorities found unattended
backpack containing alcoholic
beverages in P-lot Aug. 21.

Intoxicated students
peep in windows
Authorities confronted two
intoxicated students looking in
windows Aug. 21. Moorhead
Police was contacted and both
students were cited for underage
consumption and referred to
campus judicial.

701-280-0033
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Dragons After Dark kicks off semester Budget collegiate experience
BY KELSEY FECHO
Staff Writer

Melissa Muehlbauer/The Advocate

Student Orientation Counselors get students involved by starting a dance party in the CMU lounge during
Dragons After Dark last Friday night.
BY STEPHANIE ENTINGER
Staff Writer

Dragons After Dark has
expanded in recent years to
become an event that draws
students for a night of free
on-campus fun throughout the
semester.
“We want to see students get
involved and we want to offer
games, activities and prizes
that students want,” said Kayla
Meyer, the After Dark graduate
assistant. “Dragons After Dark
provides late night programming
and fun.”
Each event is themed so
students and volunteers can
dress to the theme but it is not
required.
The program was designed to
allow students to make positive
late night choices, said Becky
Boyle Jones, the assistant
director of student activities and
Greek life and wrote the initial
proposal. It began with a single
event in fall 2006 in the CMU.
The program was such a
success that additional funding
was granted and it grew to
become a monthly event during
the school year.
“We have been so grateful
that the campus in general and
the Student Activities Budget
Committee has funded us to
the level they do. We are truly
grateful that the students would
support us to this extent,” said
Layne Anderson, the associate
director of the CMU and a
part of the Dragons After Dark
committee.
Funded by both the campus
general fund and student activity
fees, Dragons After Dark is free
for students to attend.
“It is primarily for MSUM
students, but they are encouraged
and welcome to bring their
friends,” Jones said.
Starting with a committee of
volunteers, Dragons After Dark
has grown. Now sub-committees
of the student organization
After Dark, Dragons After
Dark and Friday Nights provide
late night programming to
students. Through a committee
of volunteers and feedback
from students, After Dark

was developed as a student
organization to include Dragons
After Dark and Friday Nights.
After Dark currently employs
a graduate assistant and is in the
process of hiring two student
leadership interns at this time,
Meyer said. In addition to those
three students, the After Dark
organization plans events with
other organizations and academic
offices. This collaboration makes
Dragons After Dark possible,
Jones said.
“There is a really committed
group of volunteers who get to
connect with students outside of
the office and for students to see
them as resources,” Jones said.
The volunteer committee
is composed of students and
faculty. They choose whether to
volunteer for every event or just
the events they can attend.
Volunteers help with every
process of Dragons After Dark.
“They help set up, take down,
be on the committee or send in
ideas,” Meyer said.
Students,
faculty
and
organizations that want to
volunteer or have ideas are
invited to contact Kayla Meyer
at afterdark@mnstate.edu or
stop in her office in CMU 231.
“When I wrote the initial
proposal, I hoped we would
be where we are now. The
volunteers love the programming
and we hope students do too,”
Jones said.

After Dark Schedule
Dragons After Dark
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

September 10
October 29
December 3
January 21
February 11
March 4
April 29

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

August 27
September 3
September 24
October 8
October 22
November 5
November 19
January 14
February 25
March 25
April 15

Friday Nights

Entinger can be reached at
entingst@mnstate.edu

Starting college in a different
community, among different
people and with different time
constraints can be overwhelming
and costly. Once tuition, books
and living expenses are taken
care of, many students are left
with very little money. Here
are just a few of the budgetfriendly options for food and
entertainment in the area.
China Garden is located at 1126
Second Ave. S. in Moorhead.
It’s a short, easy walk from
campus, and with a Dragon ID,
the all-you-can-eat buffet is only
$5.95. Another option is to call
218.233.0608 and they’ll deliver
to the dorms.
For a treat similar to Dairy
Queen, head over to the TasteeFreez. It’s a block north of
Nemzek on 19th Street South
and serves ice cream and cookout style foods. A cone there
is only 99 cents, and they offer
great frequent-buyer cards. The
experience is very old-school and
quite refreshing.
Pizza is a college classic, and
there are tons of pizza places
around. Pizza Hut and Pizza
Patrol are located on Main Street
and deliver to campus. A cheaper
and equally delicious option is
Little Caesars, serving $5 hot
and ready pizzas from a drivethrough window. It’s easy to
walk or drive to, located at 800
Holiday Drive in Moorhead.
Denny’s is a great familiar
favorite, though one to needs a

car to get there. It’s at 4437 13th
Ave. S. in Fargo, but it’s great for
those late nights with friends. It’s
open 24/7, and a great breakfast
Grand Slam is only $5.
Applebee’s happy hour is also
great to check out. From 9:00
p.m. to midnight, all appetizers
are half price. There are quite a
few locations around town, and
for a complete listing go to their
website, www.applebees.com.
Premiere Video is a great place
to rent movies or video games
and it is conveniently located
across the street from China
Garden. New release movies
can be rented for $2.50. Older
releases, are five movies for five
nights, which costs only $5. That
also includes any DVD releases
of TV shows. For gamers, a
whole room in the back is filled
with video games for a wide
variety of consoles.
Also, check out Safari movie
theater. It’s a quick drive from
campus, located at 925 30th
Ave. S. in Moorhead, and it’s
incredibly cheap. Any matinee
show is only $2 and $3.50 will
get you into an evening show.
For a complete list of show times,
check out the website: www.
marcustheatres.com
For the inspired student, the
Plains Art Museum in Fargo is
free to students. There are three
different galleries, and lunch is
available at the museum’s cafe.
Explore the affordable places
in Fargo-Moorhead.
Fecho can be reached at
fechoke@mnstate.edu

Freshman vs. Senior
BY KELSEY FECHO
Staff Writer

Colleges everywhere are a
melting pot of students; each
and every one of us is looking
for something different from our
time here. As many of you have
experienced, what one needs or
desires from a particular event
can differ over time. What firstyear students expect or want to
gain from this next year is most
likely entirely different than the
expectations of a senior. Gender
also tends to play a role in
expectations as well.
Freshman Talier Gutyner said,
“I just want to have a good time.
I guess I’m looking for more of a
social thing than anything else.”
Sophomore Keegan Bailey
said, “Girls.” Opinions like these
were prevalent.
“I just want to get a good
internship. It’s so hard to get a

job, I’m already worried about
after graduation. Is that weird?”
freshman Talia Hanspong said.
As students get closer to
graduation and having careers,
these thoughts seem to be more
and more widespread. “I really
want to impress my profs this
year. I definitely need more
recommendations to get into
a good job,” graduate student
Bryant Waverly said. Waverly is
a biology major.
As the ideas of our peers, along
with our own ideas, begin to
change it’s important to remember
that our academic stresses do not
have to be dealt with alone. Be
sure to continue meeting with
advisers and professors to stay
are on the right track.

Fecho can be reached at
fechoke@mnstate.edu

read The Advocate online.
www.msumadvocate.com
Melissa Muehlbauer/The Advocate
Students gather on the second level of CMU during Dragons After Dark last
Friday night.

Page 7, The Advocate

Features

Thursday, August 26, 2010

Opinion

Page 6, The Advocate

Advocate editorial board
Rachel Leingang
Editor

Awesome sauce;
total awesome

The Forum’s Aug. 19 editorial justifiably recognized the
recent successes of MSUM. President Edna Szymanski,
Pat Staples and the marketing team all deserve praise for
the way they’ve rejuvenated and revamped the university
despite numerous budget cuts. Not only did MSUM set
fundraising records, but enrollment has also increased by
four percent.
In a time of economic uncertainty, MSUM has learned
how to weather the storm. Last year at this time, the outlook was bleak and we thought the budget woes would
last indefinitely. With these new developments, it’s clear
that the campus community is headed in the right direction.
All the improvements at MSUM are undoubtedly exciting and The Advocate is no exception. We’ve taken substantial steps to further our status on campus and become
a more useful and beneficial tool for all involved.
The Advocate has a new website, msumadvocate.com,
that will soon boast such features as podcasts and video
content, as well as interactive components. As you
noticed, the page layouts, fonts and overall design have
changed to appear more modernized and stylistically
relevant.
We, as writers, are continuing to better our content and
are committed to providing quality stories with increased
importance to the campus community and the community
at large.
We continue to recognize that this newspaper isn’t just
for the writers and staff members, but for everyone. Our
readers provide a necessary audience for our news and
views. Staff and faculty provide guidance and advice on
topics that will continue to have an impact on our professional careers. We strive to be both an accurate and
appropriate voice for our many audiences.
It is clearly an exciting time to be a Dragon. With the
start of this school year, everyone has the opportunity
to start anew. It’s the perfect time to revamp outdated
ways and make progress. Be inspired by all the changes
happening on campus and find a way to make a positive
impact.
The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not
necessarily those of the college
administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the
editor and your turn submissions. They should be
typed and must include the writer’s name, signature,
address, phone number, year in school or occupation
and any affiliations. Letters are due by 5 p.m.
Monday and can be sent to
MSUM Box 130,
dropped off in The Advocate office
or e-mailed to advocate@mnstate.edu.

Interested in writing
columns or drawing
comics?
E-mail advocate@mnstate.edu
with sample submissions or
questions

Thursday, Sept. 24, 2009

Sidewalk strangers

Picture this. You’re
walking across the campus courtyard to your
next class. A possible
Columnist
endeavor. It’s a balmy
morning, still early in
the fall semester. The tree canopies are flourishing and the lawns manicured. Then, a break
from the overhead glare reveals a familiar figure
in the far distance. Could it be? Yes, it’s an
acquaintance from last year– t hat person who sat
next to you in MUS 316. It’s a straight shot. And
look, they saw you! Ugh, what was their name
again? You have what seems like a quarter-mile
between you two to remember. So what do you
do at these social crossroads? Wave? Yeah, I
suppose you could wave at this point but it’s
a risky gambit. Hopefully they see it and recognize the one doing the flailing. And what’s
the safe zone for waving anyway? Fifteen?
Thirty feet? If only the throes of socialization
could be cross-referenced with an easy-to-use
handbook. No, better to nix the whole waving
idea altogether.
Okay, they’re coming up now. Fast. And
you still don’t recall their name. Was it Jessie
or Casey? It was something gender neutral,
that’s for sure. What now? Do you do the little
jerk-up-your-chin-once thing and pass that off
as a nod? Or do you opt for a more traditional
greeting like “yo” or something?
Too many choices!
Any moment now. You’re definitely within
high five range. Time to go on intuition. You
Tyler Sorensen

squeeze your JanSport straps, look over, smile
and nothing. At the last second, they dart
their attention to the suddenly-and-endlesslyfascinating artificial landscaping stones. What
happened? You couldn’t have been that inconspicuous. You made eye contact earlier, after
all.
Alright, who’s responsible for this shameful
faux pas? You, or them? While you both have
independent issues (you especially seem to
suffer from a moderate social anxiety of some
sort), either Jessie or Casey in the wrong here.
Sadly, this scenario probably happens to
countless numbers of half-dozens of halfway
decent people everyday. Why is it that we can’t
look our fellow pedestrian in the eye when we
reach vague proximity? Our shoelaces can’t be
that interesting and neither is the middle distance. It’s regrettable that acquaintances recede
back into strangers after a season.
How’s this for irrational idealism: we turn and
smile at the people we pass. Even the strangers.
Sound good? Good. Only you be the first one to
do the smiling. I’m not a creeper.

Feeling awkward? e-mail
Sorenson at sorensty@mnstate.
edu

In the end, Freedom Rules
Ben Sailer
Columnist

The things I have read about the proposed
mosque near Ground Zero have left me disappointed with the level of post-9/11 xenophobia
still circulating through the American political
atmosphere. Senators, representatives and opinion leaders on both sides of the aisle (mostly the
right), including Senate majority leader Harry
Reid and former Speaker of the House Newt
Gingrich, have expressed their feelings that
American Muslims should go worship somewhere else.
Their opposition is flawed on several levels.
To begin with, the 9/11 hijackers crashed
planes into the Twin Towers because they
were terrorists, and not just because they were
Muslims. This is a point that is not being raised
loudly enough. While religious extremism may
have been a catalyst for their attacks (emphasis
on “extremism”), their motivations extended far
deeper than a simple holy war between East and
West. You cannot blame or punish a faith of over
one billion people for the actions of a handful
of criminals, especially when the vast majority
of the Islamic establishment has condemned the
actions of the 9/11 assailants.

It shouldn’t need explaining, but “Muslim”
does not equal “terrorist.”
An argument frequently made by those
opposed to the mosque is that it is a slap in the
face to those who lost loved ones in the World
Trade Center and therefore it should be built
elsewhere. However, this argument suggests
that the American citizens who would patronize
this mosque are somehow guilty by association
with the same people who attacked their city just
because they are Muslims, and therefore should
not be allowed even two blocks away from
Ground Zero. This is a grossly unfair charge.
Far more offensive are Mr. Gingrich’s recent
comments to FOX News (which were later
quoted by the New York Times) where he stated,
“Nazis don’t have the right to put up a sign next
to the Holocaust Museum in Washington. We
would never accept the Japanese putting up a
site next to Pearl Harbor. There’s no reason for
us to accept a mosque next to the World Trade
Center.”
The point being missed here is that Islam is not
the Third Reich. We are not, have never been,
and should not be at war with Islam. This is a
nation founded on principles of religious freedom, and as such, blocking the development of
this mosque would be un-American.
Freedom rules. Xenophobia drools.

Cool with freedom? e-mail Sailer
at vonassaler@mnstate.edu

We’re looking for something sexy.

The Advacate is currently searching for a sex columnist to write about real
issues dealing with sexuality and relationships. E-mail a sample column to
advocate@mnstate.edu.
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Surprising and sad: a sophomore’s summer
Ross Peterson
Columnist

Just a year ago, I had the
best summer I have ever had.
It was the best three months a
graduated senior could ask for.
My football team and I won the
section championship and had
copious amounts of laughs.
I did everything that society
would permit me to do, along
with some experimentation and
things society frowns upon.
The amount of parties I went
to put Lindsay Lohan to shame.
If I had an iota of knowledge
regarding the summer that was
to come, I would have made
a bucket list, thinking every
second that passed without me
doing something on that list,
a hundred kittens would lose
their homes.
To imagine all that time I
spent wasting away, complet-

Today I found myself in
front of the two-headed,
fire-breathing dragon that
is perched outside of the
Columnist
library. I survived.
A dragon could easily
wipe out endless fields of corn or an entire herd
of bison. Its abilities are unmatched.
It doesn’t seem that long ago, when I was an
undergrad here and writing for The Advocate.
Remember that story I did called, “Dragons
born out of fire”? It explained that our current
moniker arose from the ashes of a Depressionera blaze that destroyed Old Main, the biggest
and oldest building on campus at the time.
The name fit because back then our football
team dressed in the heating plant. When they
flew out of the building on chilly fall days,
the escaping heat made it look as if they were
bursting forth from a smoky dragon’s den.
I’m not a huge reader of the fantasy genre,
but I can appreciate a moment inside and out.
During the time I wrote that article it seemed
we were in the midst of a magical revival. Harry
Potter was flying high, the Lord of the Rings
film series was still fresh on people’s minds
and Stephen King’s seven-book, 22-years-inthe-making epic, The Dark Tower series had
recently come to an end. Everywhere one
looked there was a dragon or a wizard.
And here I was, at an institution of learning
whose collective spirit was represented by a
mythological beast! It was my own Hogwarts.

llustration by Tate Mlady / The Advocate

with absolutely nothing to do
and just a place where I get my
degree. Today, it is a sacred
temple with a band of brothers,
unlimited food and complete
with amazing events and things
to do every week.
All the friends I could ask for
and all the great times I have
currently reside in Ballard Hall,
an unlikely location where bros
can be bros. I’m glad to be
with them and you again, and
I will certainly make the most
of this year, as I hope you do
too; needless to say, It’s good
to be back.
Want to comfort Ross next
summer?
e-mail Peterson at vonaspetersonro@mnstate.edu

On a perfect campus, the college student is the self-improving
animal. This campus is perfect, so
I will call the beginning of this fall
Columnist
semester “New Year’s Resolution
Time, Revisited”. The name may
not be immediately catchy, but
I’m sure many of you will participate anyway.
If you’re anything like me, you’ve resolved to make newer, cooler
friends that hate the Transformers movies as much as you do. If
you’re even more like me you’ve realized that this is a mistake; that
bonding with cool new people through shared disdain makes everyone involved incredibly tiresome.
As someone who took Owl City’s aping of The Postal Service as a
personal offense, I’m as guilty as anyone. But a person can only read
so many tweets bashing Twilight before “Team Edward” and “Team
Jacob” begin to look more mature than the college students bashing
their teenage-oriented series. No one is targeted by as much pointless
hate as 16-year-old Canadian pop sensation Justin Bieber.
I searched Facebook groups containing the words “Justin Bieber”
and “die” and was told that there are over 500 groups whose titles
qualify. One such group was called “Justin Bieber should go die in
a hole in South America!” I wasn’t able to determine why the 358
members thought it necessary to designate the continent.
Maybe we can’t help ourselves. In the 1997 movie “Private Parts,”
a researcher claims that people who hate Howard Stern listen to him
two and a half hours a day. The average fan listened only an hour and
20 minutes. Howard Stern basically built his career on being hated.
A more topical example might be the rise of Sarah Palin. I would be
shocked if the average conservative is half as interested in what Palin
says as the average liberal, “Mama Grizzlies” excluded.
Just about every night when I was in second grade I stayed awake
wondering how the universe ended and what was on the other side
of that “end.” When Jeff Dunham had a show on Comedy Central
I spent those nights wondering how anyone can find anything he
does funny. That is unhealthy use of nocturnal imagination. I could
have spent that time thinking of all sorts of creative and amazing
things that could make me all kinds of money. That’s why I’m
boldly resolving to concern myself with things I actually enjoy. If
Quirkology.com’s research into New Year’s resolutions is to be
believed, I have a 12 percent chance of succeeding.
Matt Lech

Dear Dragon Diary
Dustin Mohagen

ing a horrifically mediocre
Starcraft II campaign, working
at Arby’s (which was my lowest paying job to date, with
bad hours to boot) and counting the number of speckles
on my ceiling, was mindboggling. Speckles, speckles
everywhere. I counted all of
them while crying myself to
sleep at night contemplating
exactly how many kittens are
out on the streets cursing my
name during this entire ordeal.
Traumatizing, I know.
It certainly taught me a very
valuable lesson, which I pass
on to you, blessed reader. Make
the most of your year here at
this great school. Back when
I was a St. Paul teen graduating high school, I thought this
place would be a nowhere town

On bashing

Illustration by Tara Shueller / The Advocate

This summer was the worst
summer I have ever had. Words
cannot begin to fathom exactly
how excruciatingly painful
the last 90 days were for my
friends and me.
Last year, I hardly wrote
columns that focused on me,
but with this exception, I feel
compelled to give a fair warning and a welcome.
To begin, I felt like Louie
Anderson in an episode where
Louie’s mom sat down with
him and his brother. She looked
at them and said, “Wow, you

boys got fat. Is that all you
boys do? Get fat and die?”
Yes. That is exactly how my
summer went. I sat on my
ass, got fat and felt like I was
going to die. I’m breaking an
English rule by not explaining
the thesis, but there is nothing
to explain.
It was Seinfeld. “What did
you do?” Nothing. “A little
of nothing is a whole lot of
something.” No, I did nothing. The sheer boredom itself
was worse than any televised
C-SPAN event in the history
of the network; each moment
of it felt like a kick to the face
on every hour of the day that
passed. “Is it that time again
already?” “Yup.” “Alright let’s
get it over with.” BAM “Okay,
See you at four.”

My main source for the piece was a wizard in a
tower. On the top floor of the library I sat transfixed by President Emeritus Roland Dille’s
crystalline blue eyes, snow white beard and
fiery tale of the destructive forces that took Old
Main and its contents, which included a doll
named Rosie that was owned by a kindergartener who, years later, would become his wife!
Most people probably know that the Lord of
the Rings series includes dragons and wizards.
But, I would assume that far fewer are familiar with the Dark Tower story. Over countless
years and multiple worlds, readers followed the
Gunslinger, whose name was “Roland,” in his
quest to protect “the rose.”
Anyway, I had all these fantastical references swirling about me. I saw that I was in
some story, but I wasn’t sure which story I was
in. Then I realized. It was my story I was living–one story among many others, all part of a
much larger story that goes back to Old Main
and beyond.
The story goes on. Here we are at the beginning of the next chapter. It’s a new start, a rare
occurrence, a golden opportunity to grow and
improve. The smoke has cleared. Let us rise
from the ashes and soar forth in to the future,
renewed in vision and spirit. Let us leave the
ground to the cobbers and bison. A dragon
belongs in the sky. It’s time to fly.
Feel like flying?
e-mail Mohagen at mohagendu@
mnstate.edu

Not liking the hate?
e-mail Lech at vonaslechma@
mnstate.edu
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Orientation process helps acclimate new students
Programs help students adjust to both social and educational scenes
KELSEY FECHO
Staff Writer

New freshman and transfer
students aren’t hard to spot,
lingering in small groups
struggling to find their freshly
made Dragon ID’s and trying to
figure out which hallway will
take them to their destination.
These kinds of spectacles
are short-lived thanks to
MSUM’s freshman orientation
process. Every year, the First
Year Programs staff organizes
a weekend dedicated to getting
new students acquainted with
their new environment.
Right away, the Student
Orientation Counselors (SOCs)
and Resident Assistants (RAs)
help new students check into
the dorms, get their keys, and
give them carts to haul their
belongings inside. After that,
the new students are divided into
smaller groups and start exploring
their new surroundings.
On the educational side,
students are required to attend a
D2L and HLTH 122 orientation
and lab. This helps students
understand how the MnSCU
system works before going
to class. The undeclared and

Hundreds of students pack into Nemzek Hall for the Black Light Dance.

department meetings help first
year students understand exactly
what courses they need to take
throughout their college careers.
“Honestly, I was having
a hard time understanding
what classes would satisfy my
intended major,” Post-Secondary

Photos by Ben Green/The Advocate

Enrollment Options student
Janika Their said. “I know I have
a lot of time to declare, but this
sort of helped me to decide where
I need to be going.”
The program seems to be
designed around adjusting to
the social scene just as much

as the educational one. Aug. 18
there was a freshman and faculty
dinner, the Class of 2014 Social
and comedian Michael Dean
Ester.
“It helps that there isn’t so
much down-time,” freshman
Sean Yervis said. “I get bored so
easily, it’s just easier to be around
other students.”
Keeping students occupied
seems to be the key to keeping
them out of trouble, as any parent

could say. On Aug. 19 there was
a barbeque, a black light dance
party, bingo and recreational
sports tournaments.
If any upperclassman went
downtown Friday afternoon, Aug.
20, they probably saw groups
of freshmen scattered across
Broadway.
They stood out,
brightly decked in Dragon gear,
carrying maps and brochures.
Saturday night, Aug. 21 there
was a sidewalk cafe, concert and
volleyball tournaments in the
middle of the resident hall block.
Students of all ages attended.
“My friends and I do this
every year,” said senior Cassidy
Werglemaen. “There isn’t much
to do before class starts so we
come out and meet the freshmen.”
Wrapping up the weekend
was a Safe Zone LGBTQ social
in the Rainbow Dragon Center,
a sorority tea and mandatory
residence hall meetings. Thanks
to the First Year Programs, it
seems that the new students will
blend in with everyone else.

Fecho can be reached at
fechoke@mnstate.edu

Freshman Jacob Hopkinds was one of the first students to move into the dorms on move-in day, Aug. 18.

Mark Radcliffe dazzles the crowd with his well-honed hula hoop skills.

Kris Parbhunath sits under an umbrella while listening to Patchouli perform “Shell Island Disaster.”
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Huzzah! Welcome to the Renaissance Festival
The Minnesota Renaissance
Festival, which is celebrating
it’s
40th
anniversary
this year, is open every
weekend until October 3.
Unlike anything typically
seen in Minnesota, normal
sites at the festival include
the grim reaper, fairies,
long beards, fried turkey
legs and privies.
Guns are banned, but
swords and daggers are
encouraged
(as
long
as they’re sheathed, of
course).
Things to bring if you go
to the Minnesota Renaissance
Festival:
• Cash
• Sun screen
• A British accent
• Your favorite kilt
• A sense of humor

To see more festival
photos, visit our
website at

www.msumadvocate.com

Chris Franz/Photo Editor
Fair-goers are welcomed at the entrance of the Minnesota Renaissance Festival grounds in Shakopee Minn. during the festival’s debut weekend.

“Candy man” serves as interim director for Public Safety
MATTHEW BECKMAN
Staff Writer

If Public Safety seems so
sweet during the beginning
of this semester, it’s because
“The Candy Man” is currently
in charge.
“I was the candy man,” said
Mitch Osland who is serving
as the interim director for
MSUM Public Safety. Prior
to taking the interim position,
Osland worked for Public
Safety (previously known
as Campus Security) for six
years and was known for
handing out candy on the job.
Before coming to MSUM
to work with Public Safety,
Osland worked as an officer
in Benson, Minn., for six
years as a supervisor at the
Kandiyohi Jail and was a

sergeant at the Prairie
Correctional Facility in
Appleton, Minn.
Michael Parks, the former
director, left the position
early this month and is now
working as the chief of police
for the University of Texas.
Osland will hold the
position of interim director
until late October, when a
new one will be hired. He said
interviews haven’t started, so
there are no candidates to
speak of.
Osland is considering
applying for the permanent
position, but not before
making a caveat.
“We’ll see how this school
week goes first,” he said.
If he doesn’t apply he will
resume his former duties as
the day supervisor.

Osland’s leadership skills
have proven useful to him
throughout his career in law
enforcement and safety.
“I like to lead by example,
do some of the non-glamorous
work,”
said
Osland,
referencing earlier in the
week when he was out in the
rain with his crew installing
new signage around campus
and the parking lots.
Osland said he is a little
informal with the staff,
who have been a big help
to him so far. One of his
student staff members, Brent
Halverson, has taken over
many of Osland’s former
duties as day supervisor for
the time being.
Students shouldn’t expect
any major changes for the
time being.

Ordinance tough on social hosts
DANIELLE VOIGT
Staff Writer

A new ordinance in Moorhead
aims to make alcohol less
accessible to minors.
The new Social Host Liability
Ordinance states that it is illegal
to provide minors with any type
of alcohol without the intent “to
take reasonable steps to prevent
possession or consumption by
underage person(s).”
If caught violating this
ordinance, social hosts can
serve up to 90 days in jail and
may be fined up to $700, a
misdemeanor in Minnesota.
“It’s trying to target
dangerous drinking behaviors
for minors and eliminate that
type of environment,” said
Lieutenant Joel Scharf of the
Moorhead Police Department.
Scharf said the ordinance
trying to target the large
gatherings
where
heavy

drinking can occur. These
types of ordinances having
been passed across Minnesota
in recent years due to deaths
of minors occurring under the
influence.
Scharf said it has been a
really tragic couple of years
since MSUM’s own Patrick
Kycia drowned in the Red River
in 2005 at the age of 19. Kycia
was last seen at one of Phi
Sigma Kappa’s parties and the
autopsy results showed that he
had a .17 blood-alcohol content.
Marc Arnason, 25, of MSUM,
had a party busted last year with
minors attending and received
a fine solely for violating
Moorhead’s noise ordinance.
“I follow a European mentality
of drinking where people can
drink and it’s not going to be
harmful or negative...especially
in the Midwest we get a bad
rep of the heavy binge drinking
colleges,” Arnason said.

He opposes the new ordinance
and believes that people view
college drinking too negatively.
“People can die, get hurt,
have babies but at the same
time I feel that a lot of people
(drink) responsibly,” Arnason
said.
With ordinances like this
becoming more prevalent in
the surrounding areas, students
need to take responsibility
for their actions and act
responsibly.
What do you think about the
new ordinance? Go to www.
msumadvocate.com and voice
your opinion in the comments
section.

Voigt can be reached at
voigtda@mnstate.edu

“I agree with Mike Parks
on how many things should
be run, so I don’t see many
changes
happening
on
campus,” Osland said. “He
was very well-respected, and
I respected him as well.”
Osland said that Public
Safety has been working with
Residential Life closely that
students should expect to see
patrols in the dorms more
often.
“I’d rather people on
campus see our people
everywhere,”
he
said.
“Hopefully that will make
them think twice.”
Osland stressed a major
change for student parking
this year. Instead of different
lots for commuters and
residents, all students will
share lots, commuters and

on-campus residents alike.
Additionally, the K-lot
north of Nemzek Hall and the
I-lot west of Owens Hall will
both be free this year.
Osland said that some
rules regarding parking have
changed. Student permits this
year will run for $110. Many
parking penalties have been
increased to stay in line with
other MnSCU schools. Most
fines have been upped to $25
or $40 dollars, and some have
an additional $50 dollar fine
for a boot on your tire.
The full list of penalties
and fines can be found at
www.mnstate.edu/parking.
Beckman can be reached at
beckmanma@mnstate.edu

Parking Pass
Changes
As of Aug. 23, parking passes are no
longer available in the CMU. Passes
are available at the Security Building
on the south east corner of campus.

Location:

Corner of 17th Street and 9th Avenue S.
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National News Briefs

News

WikiLeaks soon to Eggs make people
release ‘CIA Paper’ sick, more to come
WikiLeaks posted on Twitter
Tuesday that it would release
a ‘CIA Paper’. Whether it’s a
part of the 15,000 documents
WikiLeaks says it has and what
the “paper” actually is remains
unclear. WikiLeaks has published thousands of U.S. documents relating to the war in
Afghanistan.

Estimated numbers of about
1,300 people have become sick
from eating one of the 380 million eggs recalled since Aug. 13.
The Center of Disease Control
and prevention suspects more to
come. The FDA is investigating
hen feed that may have been
shared among the affected farms.

The oil spill in the Gulf of
Mexico is being cleaned by
hungry microbes, according
to researchers at the Lawrence
Berkeley National Laboratory.
These findings are at odds with
other scientists and the U.S. government. U.S. officials say that
75 percent of the oil had been
skimmed, evaporated, burned
or dispersed. The Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution disagrees, saying that the slick may
linger underwater for months.

Some hotels are offering to
pay for their customers’ checkedbaggage fees charged by some
U.S. airlines. Baggage fees are a
common complaint among travelers and many hotels are hoping
to bring in more customers by
alleviating this issue.

Hotels pay cutomer
Oil eating Microbes baggage fees

Flora Frick getting remodeled
DAWN DING
Staff Writer

Flora Frick Hall is undergoing a three-phase remodeling project. Some space
renovation and office move
projects are underway and
others are in the planning
stages.
According to the minutes
from the July campus town
hall meeting, the first phase
is scheduled for completion in August 2010. This
phase relocates the offices
of the Dean of the University
College, Denise Gorsline;
the Dean of Graduate Studies
and
Summer
Program,
Richard Adler; and OAS
Principal Karla Wenger to
Flora Frick 153.
The International Student
Affairs office will move to

John McCain wins
Az. primary

Arizona Sen. John McCain
won the GOP primary against
conservative J.D. Hayworth.
McCain spent $21 million on his
campaign.

Home sales at low

CMU 229.
“We anticipate the new
Dragon Stop to be able to
open at the start of the spring
term,” MSUM Physical Plant
Manager Jeff Goebel said in
an email last Wednesday.
The second phase involves
the Academic Resource
Office, Disability Services,
and Study Abroad offices.
“Construction on the ARO/
Disability Services space
will begin late this fall and
be fully complete by the end
of the spring term,” Goebel
said.
The offices of Derek Lien,
Kristi Monson, and Leslie
Knudson will move to Weld
basement and be co-located with the Graphic Arts/
Photography Department.
In the third phase, Flora
Frick 151 will be renovated

for the new Career Services
and Veterans Affairs offices.
According to Goebel, these
spaces would be constructed
next summer. This project
is scheduled to be completed
fall 20ll.
This area currently houses the Academic
Resource Office.
The project is subject to
change. “The design is still
being worked on so changes
are still likely,” Goebel said.

Ding can be reached at
dingda@mnstate.edu

Come to Sears for all your

Facebook hit list
claims victims
In the past 10 days, three teens
whose names were on a hit list
have been killed. The hit list was
posted on Facebook on Aug. 17.
The list gave 69 people three days
to leave the town of Puerto Asis
or be executed. Although first
thought to be a prank, the police
are now investigating who posted
the list and how the teens are
connected.
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Kenmore
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refrigerator #93382
®

0.7-cu. ft. counter top
microwave oven #69079

Show your College ID and receive 10% off
Offer good 8/6 thru 9/2/10 on in store purchases only.

Previously occupied home
sales have dropped more than
27 percent in July. Sales haven’t
been this low since 1995. At current rates, it would take more
than a year to sell all of the homes
on the market.
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SALE
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oscillating 2-speed
power fan #90043
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for special offers every Friday.
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AVAILABLE AT THIS STORE LOCATION ONLY
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3218 HWY. 10 EAST, MOORHEAD, MN 56560
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Tapes ‘n Tapes makes it to Fargo
BY TYLER SORENSEN
Staff Writer

Minneapolis indie group,
Tapes ‘n Tapes, is slated to
make their long-awaited Fargo
debut at the Aquarium on Sept.
10, which is “pretty ridiculous”
if you ask guitarist-vocalist
Josh Grier. “It’s only taken us
six years to get four hours up
I-94,” Grier said. “Better late
than never, though, right?”
Hailing from the Carleton
College campus in Northfield,
Minnesota, Tapes ‘n Tapes has
the unique distinction of earning
their sizable fanbase primarily
through word-of-blog.
Their first album, “The
Loon,” an inadvertent nod to
their home state,
was selfreleased in 2005 to universal
acclaim from nearly every
reputable online magazine.
Drawing
many
favorable
comparisons to alternative
forerunners like Pavement and
Pixies, Tapes ‘n Tapes saw their
critical status swell. Within a
year, the band was performing
alongside major acts at
prestigious music festivals and
making television appearances
including a spot on The Late
Show with David Letterman. By
late 2007, a follow-up to “The
Loon” was underway.
Tapes ‘n Tapes’ 2008
sophomore effort, “Walk It Off,”
was a decidedly slicker, more
focused record than their debut.
While “The Loon” was a lo-fi
affair recorded in an unfinished
basement studio, “Walk It Off”
was handled by Dave Fridmann,
a prolific indie producer whose
past credits include work by The

submitted photo

Flaming Lips, Mercury Rev and
Mogwai. In short, the album’s
new aesthetic divided critics
and was met with moderate
praise.
With a third LP presumably
in the works, Tapes ‘n Tapes
has pressed on with a rigorous
touring schedule over the past
two years, captivating fans
around the world. As a band
that’s played everywhere from
Brussels to Brisbane, do the
members still feel a kinship
with the upper Midwest?
“I do because I grew up
in Minnesota,” keyboardist
Matt Kretzman said. “Having

Red River abstracts

Chris Franz / Photo Editor
John Wander, Graphic Design freshman, and sister Lauren watch Jeffrey
Zachmann’s moving artwork at the Abstraction 100 exhibit in the Center for
Arts gallery, which is open until Sept. 22.

traveled all around the U.S.
with the band, you realize how
culturally diverse this country
is and how interesting regional
characteristics are still very
much alive. So it’s geographic
and cultural at the same time.”
“Yes,” agrees Erik Applewick.
He’s the laconic bass player of
the outfit.
Founding member Grier
said, “We all tolerate the same
never-ending winters, balmy
mosquito-filled summers and
being totally written off by the
rest of the country as a flat
empty wasteland which we
are not!”

“I love the northern states,”
drummer Jeremy Hanson said.
“My body runs hot, so the long,
cold months are good for me.”
All right. Is there anything
about Fargo that Tapes ‘n Tapes
is looking forward to?
“I heard there’s a really good
coffee shop near the venue,”
Kretzman said. “One of my
favorite things about visiting
lots of places is finding good
spots for food and especially
coffee. It’s a ritual and a fun
challenge everywhere we go.
Also looking forward to the
show of course! It’s always fun
to play a city for the first time.”

“I like to play the rock music
someplace new.” Applewick
said. The other bandmates are
content simply with a new city.
“I have never been to Fargo,”
Hanson says. “Now I will be
able to say that I have not only
been to Fargo, but have also
played drums there.”
For the those who wish to see
Tapes ‘n Tapes fulfill a personal
milestone: doors open at 8 p.m.

Sorensen can be reached at
sorensty@mnstate.edu
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Student nightlife “Scott Pilgrim vs. The World”
BY MAITE ANGELIE
Staff Writer

Even the hardest worker
needs a break. College students
have goals and responsibilities.
However, students should never
forget to fit a social life into
their schedules. Be encouraged
to explore the world outside
campus.
Looking for options in the
Fargo-Moorhead area? Many
students consider karaoke night
at Chumley’s the place to be
on Tuesdays. There, friends can
gather, enjoy a couple of beers
and stay stress-free while singing
to their favorite tunes. Another
place to hang out with friends,
dance and meet new people is
The Hub. This place has many
18+ events. Thursdays are ladies
night with a $5 open bar for girls
and a $3 cover for guys.
If the plan is to head to
downtown Fargo, one of the
most known places to hang is
Old Broadway (OB). With a

nice restaurant, a dance floor
and many happy hour specials
every week, it’s a good place to
be. Dempsey’s is the place to
experience the Irish side of life
and enjoy live music. For people
with expensive taste, another
option could be HoDo Lounge,
but be aware that their prices
are not really fit for the average
student budget.
There are many other places
in the F-M area to explore. “Barhopping” one night could be a
good option to decide which
place suits each personality. For
those who are over 21, drink
with moderation and never drink
and drive. Remember to enjoy
the college experience. The real
responsibility is to enjoy life to
the fullest safely, and still be
able to continue the search for
success.

Angelie can be reached at
rodriguema@mnstate.edu

Appeals to your inner geek
BY AARON LEHMAN
Staff Writer

The world in which our
protagonist Scott Pilgrim exists
is a cornucopia of popular culture
references. Ranging from the
video games that we inherited
in our youth (immediately
recognized the moment the
opening credits begin when the
studio title card hits the screen),
to the cherished films that we
constantly allude to in order to
make sense of our chaotic world.
Comic books certainly don’t
escape these references. The
original source material for the
movie, a graphic novel series by
Bryan Lee O’Malley, gives us the
cast of characters Scott Pilgrim,
Knives Chau, Ramona Flowers,
the Seven Evil Exes, “SexBob-omb,” and “The Clash at
Demonhead.” Making numerous
allusions to music and video
games has the inevitability of
alienating audiences unfamiliar
with the “geek culture.” For
example Scott Pilgrim displays
a geeky reference to his fellow
bandmates by playing the
baseline from the videogame,
“Final Fantasy II.”
This unnecessary fear is
brushed aside simply based on
the fact that the film is under the
guidance of a director familiar
with the geek culture, and who’s
also made connections with the
wider movie-going audiences

with his much loved films
“Shaun of the Dead” and “Hot
Fuzz.” The director of these
films, Edgar Wright, appreciates
and understands the geek culture
and has an apparent adoration
with the media he has grown
up with. What grounds him in
reality and continues getting him
directing jobs in the film industry
is his awareness of storytelling
and the vital importance of
connection between characters.
Wright successfully executes this
task with his direction of the
two leads in the thralls of love,
Scott Pilgrim (Michael Cera) and
Ramona Flowers (Mary Elizabeth
Winstead).
22-year-old Scott Pilgrim has
nimbly floated through life and
dodged responsibility whenever
the chance arises. Pilgrim is
notorious among his friends as
the womanizer who gleefully
attaches himself to every girl he
meets. This is certainly a change
for actor Michael Cera, who has
been routinely typecast as the
fumbling, “aww shucks,” nerdy
girl-shy character. However, all of
this changes when the girl of his
dreams, Ramona Flowers, enters
his slacker existence. Numerous
problems arise for Scott because
he is already dating highschooler
Knives Chau. He carries around
the pain of his last break-up with
now music star “Envy” and must
now defeat Ramona’s emotional
baggage: The Seven Evil Exes.

This sounds a lot worse for Scott
now, who now must be proactive
for the first time in his life to date
the girl who is clearly out of his
league.
Numerous other characters
dot the landscape of this hyperrealistic world which takes
place in the mundane Toronto,
Canada. The notables being:
Scott’s band mates “Sex-Bobomb!”; his gay roommate and
shaman of relationship advice,
Wallace Wells; and Gideon
Graves, the seventh and final
evil ex of Ramona. Graves is
played by Jason Schwartzmen,
whose ability to create smarmy
and sarcastic characters shows
his dedication to the part.
Bryan Lee O’ Malley’s graphic
novel series is carefully and
thoughtfully realized to the silver
screen under Edgar Wrights’
direction. The film guarantees
that every person who steps
into the darkened theater to see
“Scott Pilgrim vs. the World,”
is promised that nothing is being
dumbed down for them, and that
a slick, entertaining, badass and
heartfelt story will take place on
that screen.

Lehman can be reached at
lehmanaa@mnstate.edu

O’fosho is melding genres and attracting fans
BY SADIE JONES
A&E Editor

In today’s music scene, it
is hard to find a flourishing
band whose roots stem from
generations past. O’fosho, a jam
band based out of Fargo, N.D.
holds fast to the belief that many
groups in the ‘60s lived by:
the best music is played when
everyone, even the performer,
can enjoy it.
Drawing from inspirations

like The Beatles, Lotus, Phish
and GypsyFoot, O’fosho has
a unique sound that draws
audiences who are as diverse as
O’fosho’s inspirations.
“Well, we’re friends with
the bluegrass bands and they
are very accepting of our
material. The kids who go out
for Sovereign Sect, I’d like
to say, have been coming out
for O’fosho,” Matt Johnson,
guitarist/vocalist said, “But then
I’ve met some NDSU kids that

I’d probably call frat kids at
our show who give us mad
props and I see them frequently.
We’re just so new at this point
that we haven’t had a consistent
enough audience to judge yet
who’s coming out and who’s
not.”
The fact that the band is just
over a year old has not stopped
their ability to gain recognition
and play shows in the F-M area
and beyond, including the Bella
Vida Music Festival in Geneva,

submitted photo

Minn. Johnson accredits the
success to the band’s general
desire to connect with their
audiences.
“Some of our greatest
influences, back in the counter
culture days, the Grateful Dead,
used to put on free shows all the
time,” Johnson said, “Music is
something that should be able
to be expressed on a free basis.
It’s so easy to forget where the
music comes from.”
And where does the music
come from? O’fosho started
in March of 2009 when Dan
Olson, Watertown, S.D. native
and drummer, met Johnson on
Saint Patrick’s Day in Fargo,
N.D.
“Our friend would always go
to shows at the Aquarium and
yell out ‘Oh fo’ sho’!’ and Dan
actually came up with the idea
of using it as a band name,”
Johnson said. After playing
with a few bassists, Brant Niemi
eventually joined the band to
create the genre-melding sound
that has become an O’fosho
trademark.
“We’re trying to approach a
different way of writing things,”
Olson said, “everbody has what
they’ve written, but what you
do with it live is where the real
magic and creativity happens.”
Johnson believes there is
another key factor in gaining
and maintaining a fanbase.
“That’s the most important
thing, not only having good
music but to be able to connect
with the people who are coming

out. We don’t wanna be those
musicians who don’t talk
because they think they’re too
good.”
And they are good. With
songs ranging from the bluesey
“Getaway Train to Bozeman” to
the funk-driven “JP,” O’fosho
delivers a show that frequently
has audience up on their feet.
“That’s truly the greatest
thing I can see when I look at
the audience is just somebody
dancing and enjoying the music
to the point where they’ve just
gotta move,” Olson said.
“I think the word ‘energy’
comes to mind,” Johnson said.
“If everybody’s excited to be
there and ready to let loose, you
can feel everybody’s ready to
have a good time.”
Though the band currently
does not have an album, plans
to create an EP promo package
are in the works. O’fosho has
an upcoming 21+ show at the
VFW in Fargo on Aug. 28.
Doors open at 9:30 p.m., free
cover charge. Their music is
available at www.myspace.
com/ofoshomusic
Jones can be reached at
jonessad@mnstate.eduw
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Football starts anew under interim head coach

Chris Franz / Photo Editor

Joel Beard, head coach, signals a first down during a practice scrimmage at the Fargo Shanley football field in south Fargo. The team practiced on the field to get used to artificial turf in preparation
for their first game of the season.
BY MICHAEL SMITH
Sports Editor

Tonight is the night for
interim head football coach Joel
Beard as the Dragons are on
the road for the season opener
against Missouri Southern.
After three years as offensive
coordinator at MSUM, Beard
starts his first full season at the

helm, taking over for former
coach Damon Tomeo who left
the program on a sour note last
season.
The Dragons have made
some changes in the offseason
and will look different on both
sides of the ball. They will be
running some plays from the
pistol formation on offense and
the defense will be switching

from a 3-4 to a 4-3 scheme.
Those formations refer to the
number of down linemen first
and linebackers second.
“I think that it is really going
to help us. We are a gap defense
now and that fits our players
better,” senior linebacker Jake
Larsen said. “We switched to it
in the spring, so we got a little
bit of a head start on it. So far,
we are learning everything in
a timely manner; it has been a
fairly smooth transition.”
The pistol formation pushes
the quarterback from under
center and places the running
back behind him.
“Your quarterback can see
the defense a lot better and you

can also keep the power run
game,” Beard said. “It is a very
flexible formation.”
Junior transfer Kevin Koch
will make his regular season
debut as the starting quarterback
for the Dragons against
Southern.
“He is really bringing a fire to
our offense,” offensive lineman
Zack Tourangeau said.
“He has a good confidence
about him and he is a
playmaker.”
“When I sat down and talked
to Kevin, It was a no-brainer,”
Beard said. “I have been more
than satisfied; his leadership
skills are pretty high for
someone of his age.”

Koch, Larsen, Tourangeau
and Brandon Larson have been
named the team captains for
2010.
As a team leader, Tourangeau
has stayed focused in the early
season practices trying to bring
the team back to relevance after
a tough 2-9 campaign in 2009.
“We expect to win; we are
preparing for every aspect of
the game and working real hard
to get better,” Tourangeau said.
“We expect to go out there
and compete with all of our
opponents.”
Smith can be reached at
smithmi@mnstate.edu

Voted Fargo's Favorite Mexican Restaurant

Celebrating
40 Years!
Now Open in the Moorhead Center Mall

August

Specially Priced
Appetizers

27th:

4pm-6pm & 9pm - Close Daily

Avalanche

Johnson Barn
Dances

9pm - 1am / (701) 967-8912 / 2 miles North of Arthur, ND on HI.81
Barn Available for Rent - Wedding Dances or Parties
Admission $8.00 Visit Web Page at www.johnsonsbarn.com

Wednesdays

All you can eat Fajitas

814 Main • Fargo / 3155 45th St S • Fargo
701-293-0120 / 701-356-0120

www.mexicanvillage.com
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Soccer kicks off another season Club
Strong veteran presence raises team confidence
BY MICHAEL SMITH
Sports Editor

plugs
The Advocate helps
you find your inner
competitive nature

For over a decade, the
women’s soccer team has
been led by Rollie Bulock but
something different about this
year is the generous number of
returning athletes.
Twenty members from the
2009 team that went 7-10-1 will
be returning this season.
“I think, this year more than
any other previous year, we are
feeling really comfortable with
our returning players,” Head
Coach Rollie Bulock said. “I
don’t think we are really looking
for a freshman that has to step in
and accomplish something. We
are feeling pretty good with our
returners and where we are at
right now.”
The Dragons start the season
with two exhibition games. The
first against their cross-street
rivals, Concordia and the second
tune-up game is with the Cougars
of Minnesota-Morris.
“We are trying to get in as
many players as possible,” said
Bulock on his expectations for
the exhibitions. “We are not
worried about the score, we are
worried about how we perform
once they get out there. It is just
a good measure of what the rest
of the practices will be for the
next week.”
Other than the strong veterans
present on the team, eight players
are starting their first year.

Pool League

All skill levels are welcome
to join Pool League. The
league starts Sept. 13 and
runs on Monday nights in the
Recreation & Outing Center on
campus. You have the potential
to compete at a Regional and
National Level. Sign up in the
ROC today.

Ping pong League

All skill levels are welcome to
join Ping pong League. The
league starts Sept. 13 with
sign-up running from Aug.
Chris Franz / Photo Editor
The MSUM Women’s soccer team runs drills during practice last week in preperation for thier first exhibition game
5 to Sept. 6. The league will
against Concordia that was played Wednesday.
& PERFORMINGbeCplayed
OMPANY
Thursday nights
in the Recreation & Outing

game at home on Sept. 4 against
“We are looking to see how
810 4th avenue
south(Wis.),
| Moorhead,
mn 56560

Viterbo University
an
they fit in,” Bulock said. “Right
Center on campus.
You have
opponent
that
they
have
not
now they are finding their way 7’
BALLET | POINTE | TAP | JAZZ | HIP HOP | IRISH
|
BALLROOM
| LATIN
the potential to compete
at a
played for over five years.
and looking to work into the elieves 
Regional
and
National
Level.
218.236.9900
| www.bonniehaneydance.com

“We don’t
know anything
rotation.”
r
about them, so it is up to the
Sign up in the ROC today.
“Our team came in really
“We all have a common goal; players to figure stuff out on the
good shape this year,” said
we want to work hard and get to
field,” Bulock said.
senior Laura Kohtala, last
Rugby Club
year’s Dragons Defensive MVP conference,” team captain Ali
Ramaeker
said.
Award winner. “We have lots of
College students wanted to
Smith can be reached at
The quest for the post-season
potential; it is a great feeling like
play Rugby for free. Practice
smithmi@mnstate.edu
starts with the first regular season
that at the start of the season.”
times are Tuesday and
Thursday at 4:30 p.m. in
Attention all new and returning Students...
Nemzek Hall.
The first intramural sports session is starting up soon. This first session we are offering: 3v3 Basketball, Flag Football, 2v2 Volleyball,
& PERFORMING
COMPANY
2010 Fall Men’s Schedule
Outdoor Soccer and Tennis.
Sept 18th
@ U of WisconsinBALLET | POINTE | TAP | JAZZ | HIP HOP | IRISH
| BALLROOM
| LATIN
To play intramural sports this year, you must register yourself at http://mnstate.athleague.com, then click “join athleague” on the right hand
River
Falls
218.236.9900 | www.bonniehaneydance.com
Sept 25th @ St.Tomas
side. Once you and all your teammates are registered on the system, you can then begin to create you team.
Oct 2nd Home vs. St.Olaf
If you have any further questions about registering, or problems with the athleague system, please email us at intra.mnstate.edu,
Oct 16th Home vs. NDSU

BONNIE HANEY DANCE

BONNIE HANEY DANCE

or call us at 218-477-2050.
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Monday and Wednesday
Country Alumni Meet at
Relations Department
at 6:30 p.m. in the Nemzek
Lindenwood Park in Fargo.

Whats coming up for Dragons sports
26

Thursday

Football season opener
against Missouri Southern
at 6 p.m.
in Joplin, Mo.

28

Saturday

Women’s Soccer team
exhibition game at 1 p.m.

Dance Studio.

Schedule courtesy of MSUM Athletic Media Relations

Advocate Sports

BONNIE HANEY DANCE
& PERFORMING COMPANY
BALLET

|

POINTE

|

TAP

|

JAZZ

|

HIP HOP

|

IRISH

|

LYRICAL

|

BALLROOM

|

LATIN

218.236.9900 | www.bonniehaneydance.com

COLLEGE
STUDENT
SPECIAL

ONLY $8
per class

if paid monthly
*expires 9/23/10

over 50
new classes
starting now!
Nutcracker
Auditions

September 13th - 30th

registration or information
call (moorhead)
or visit

218.236.9900 or (Fargo) 701.232.9900

bonniehaneydance.com
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F-M brings Streets Alive
By Jenessa McAllister
Staff Writer

Square dancing, slow bike
races and health exhibits are not
the usual activities seen on the
busy streets of Fargo-Moorhead.
On Aug. 29 and Sept. 19 a
5-mile stretch of normally trafficfilled streets, including Broadway
and Center Ave., will be closed
off to automobiles. The streets
will be filled with walkers,
bikers, runners, rollerbladers and
more. The route will be lined
with attractions including healthy
foods, family activities and
exercise classes.
Anyone who can bike, walk,
skate, propel a wheelchair or
do anything of human-powered
nature will bring the streets alive.
Along with the help of many
sponsoring companies, the
event is put on by the Cass-Clay
Healthy People Initiative, an
initiative of the Dakota Medical
Foundation aimed at changing the
environment to make it easier for
people to live healthy lifestyles.
Streets Alive is brand new to
the Fargo-Moorhead area, but has
been popular in several other parts
of the world.

Rory Beil, director of the
Initiative, said this concept was
first introduced about 30 years ago
in Latin America.
“There were large metropolitan
areas that had grown and found
that they didn’t have much green
space, and residents didn’t have
enough room to recreate,” Beil
said. “They decided that weekly,
they would close off sections
of roadways to hold events that
would promote healthy living.”
This type of event caught the
attention of the World Health
Organization, and in 2009 the
WHO promoted an event to try
and get one thousand cities around
the world to host similar events
in 2010.
It was decided to have two set
dates for the event for a specific
reason.
“Where these events have been
held in other cities, the second
date has drawn significantly larger
crowds than the first because of
word of mouth,” Beil said. “We
didn’t want to wait to see that
word-of-mouth effect until 2011;
we wanted to feel it this year.”
Both dates are set for Sundays
to keep it consistent, and both are

from 12:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.
The routes for each event are
very similar and both are planned
to be filled with activities along
the way. Several of the stops
include Participation Parkway,
Eat & Greet Street and Activity
Alley.
Participation Parkway will be a
display of up to 35 healthy living
exhibitors including a bicycle
obstacle course, long boarding,
bike polo and juggling.
Eat & Greet Street will offer
traditional festival-type foods but
with a healthy twist.
Activity Alley is where local
fitness centers, including MSUM’s
Wellness Center, will energize
participants by offering exercise
classes for all fitness levels.
MSUM’s Wellness Center will
teach a hula hoop class on the
Island Park stage at 3:45 p.m. on
Sept. 19.
“We wanted to teach a class that
would be easy for people of all
ages,” said Karen Lester, assistant
director of health and wellness.
“Hula hooping is something that is
familiar to people, but something
a little more out of the ordinary
than yoga or Pilates.”
Participants will also have the
opportunity to make their own
hula hoop to take home.
Since the route passes directly
in front of many downtown Fargo
businesses, they have been invited
to participate in the event. Josie’s
Corner Cafe will be offering
square dancing on the north side
of their business, and others will
be doing things such as serving
their healthiest food choices to
participants along the route.
To view a complete list of
activities, as well as a map of the
route, visit www.fmstreetsalive.
org. To volunteer for either event
contact the volunteer coordinator
Sara Watson Curry at sara@
fmbikeworkshop.org.

Fajitas, Burritos,
Chimichangas...
ur
On the day of yo
birthday, choose
any entrèe on
our giant menu
for Free*!
*ID required.

801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
PAR3027

McAllister can be reached at
mcallistje@mnstate.edu.

CLASSIFIEDS
For Rent

½ block from MSUM.
Large 4bdrm, 2 bath,
laundry room, garage.
Small pets OK. $1100.00.
Heat Paid 701-238-0081

Services

FREE Pregnancy testing
and confirmation www.
firstchoiceclinic.com or
701.237.6530

Events

New to the area? Want a
night out to get to know
people off campus? Join a
United Games pool or dart
league this fall. Most are 4
person teams with different
game options each night.
Meetings for the captains
start Aug. 30th. Leagues
start last week of Sept.
Call 701-235-3892 or go
online for more info
www.unitedgamesinc.com

Employment

Friday Night: 8:00pm-Close
$
Domestic Beer and a Shot - 5

Monday & Thursday Nights:
$
Mug Nights 2.95 refills (34oz.)

Do you love beer pong?
Turn your passion into
money. We are looking for
a beer pong master to host
and oversee an upcoming
tournament in Fargo.
Email short cover letter &
resume to Laura
at: BeerPongMeistro@
gmail.com

